State Association Conference Call

March 18, 2010

On the Call:

Brian Bolton, California

Diana Algra, Michigan

Robin Kelly, Nevada

Wayne Svoboda, Nebraska
Nicky Winner, Ohio

Sara Ballard, Washington

Lynda Bachelor, Kansas

Lisa Thalacker, Minnesota

Tom Branen, America’s Service Commissions
Pat Shields, Florida

Kathy Blair, Illinois

Julie Murphy, POLI/HON
Ellen Ferber, POLI/HON
Shannon Johnston, POLI/HON: sjohnston@pointsoflight.org 

Jesse Salinas, POLI/HON

1. Affiliate Day prior to National Conference: 
· D. Algra sent out a PDF today of a draft agenda, ID numbers are what you’ll need to register for the conference-registration will go live next Tuesday;

· June 27 is pre-conference affiliate day;

· June 28-30 include other sessions which will be of interest to the affiliates;

· Gary will be hosting an affiliate call next Wednesday with more information;

· Jesse stated that this agenda has been put together with an affiliate committee and he thanked them for their hard work.

2. Public Policy, Julie Murphy: 
· J. Murphy stated she and Michelle Nunn met with House appropriation staff yesterday, made a good case for a higher level of funding for the Volunteer Generation Fund;

· Looking forward to working with affiliates and state commissions once the corporation releases its grant process-$4 million the first year;

· Next year the President has requested $10 million for the fund. 

3. Election of Officers:
· B. Bolton opened the discussion to make a motion for a new State Association Executive Committee;

· Motion to accept the slate as presented was made by Robin Kelly, seconded by Lynda Bachelor. 
· L. Bachelor asked about the open position;

· B. Bolton replied we have 4 officers, this open position could be secretary or Vice President, and that position would create agendas, maintain membership, take meeting notes, etc. 
· B. Bolton stated that we’re looking for 4 people to keep up with making sure the meetings are relevant, timely, and keeping up the membership which includes recruiting new members and keeping track of changes in membership;

· R. Kelly stated she is happy to help fill that position, asked that it be called membership instead of secretary

· Motion passed with no opposition.

4. Technology Updates and National Volunteer Week: 
· J. Salinas introduced Shannon Johnston as their permanent technology person;

· S. Johnston gave an update on the new HandsOn Connect – built on SalesForce.com platform. This system will be fast and flexible, handle growing work load. Will continually invest in it. 
· Phase 1 is done, already looking at Phase 2 enhancements. 
· A pilot group is testing it starting in middle of May, giving them 60 days to test, then will go live for other testers by end of June. 
· Phases of other users will start after that. 
· Will present the system at conference. 
· J. Salinas added HOT users will find functionality similar, for 1-800 users, they will find increased functionality. 
· J. Salinas spoke about The Lead Summit, sponsored by University of Phoenix. All affiliates have been invited to attend for free, including D. Algra and B. Bolton. Presenters include James Brown from the NFL, is a cross-sector opportunity, lots of opportunities to network with folks outside our sectors. .

5. America’s Service Commissions: 
· Tom Branen, Executive Director, spoke of the developing relationship with commissions and state associations;

· There are 53 state service commissions across the country which includes Guam, American Samoa, Puerto Rico (N. Dakota does not have one). 
· One of the most important things that came out of the Serve America Act is the Volunteer Generation Fund. For Fiscal year 2010, the amount is $4 million and is available through a competitive grant to state commissions only. 
· The NOFA is scheduled to come out on March 23 with a deadline of May 18 and notification by mid-August. 
· Invited B. Bolton, D. Algra and J. Murphy to join in on one of their cluster calls in April and stated he’s available anytime folks want to talk.  
6. Change in State Governor’s

· B. Bolton stated they are getting a new governor this year, and they don’t want to lose any momentum at the state level, are trying to find ways to approach the candidates before the election. 

· Many other states are in the same boat: Nevada, Kansas, Illinois, Michigan and Florida. 
· Would like to gather these representatives on a conference call, B. Bolton will work on that date/time.
Meeting adjourned at 2:04 p.m. EDT with B. Bolton thanking everyone for their time and stating that he looks forward to their next call.

